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A Eda Terre Haute youth is 
confined to jail pre-charged with two 
counts charging rape in connection 
with the alleged rape, robbery and 
beating early Friday morning of a 
teenage girl and a middle-age 
woman. 

The youth was indentified by In- 
diana State Police as Louis Edward 
Riley, who has no permanent ad- 
dress, investigators said. His last 
known address was on Terre Haute’s 
northside. 

In addition to the pre-charges of 
rape, Riley is confined to the Vigo 
County Jail on charges of fleeing 
police, two counts charging failure to 
appear in court, and theft — a Class 
D felony from Parke County, 

According to reports, Terre Haute 
Police Department Patrolman John 
Beasley attempted to stop an auto 
driven by Riley about 2:30 a.m. Satur- 
day for an alleged traffic violation. A 
chase resulted and he was later ap- 
prehended along with the assistance 
of Sgt. Don Lacher. 

Investigators said Riley matched 
the description of the abductor of the 
two women. He was questioned at 
length by THPD detective Jim Utz 
along with ISP Det. Jerry Stateler. 

ISP officials termed the ap- 
prehension and subsequent investiga- 
tion by the Terre Haute police ‘‘as an 
excellent piece of police work.” 

The two women, who are not re- 
lated, told police they were picked up 
in the city by a man early Friday 
morning, driven to a secluded area 
about two miles southwest of Terre 
Haute, raped, robbed and beaten. The 
two were left at the scene of the 
incident which reportedly occurred 
between 12:30 and 3:30 a.m. 

The, teen-age girl was treated and 


úle police 


later released from Terre Haute Re- 
gional Hospital. The older woman is 
listed in fair condition at Union 
Hospital. 

Riley faces his initial court ap- 
pearance Wednesday. 
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Jury Conyicts Local 
Man Of Seven Charges 
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A Vigo citat CAA jury APANA ENAN, Terre Haute man guilty 
as charged of seven sex-related offenses following a week-long trial. 

Louis Edward Riley, 19, was charged with two counts of rape, two counts of 
robbery and three counts of criminal deviate conduct in connection with an 
assault last Dec. 21 on two area women. 

The jury deliberated only 45 minutes before handing up the verdicts to Judge 
agh D. McQuillan who presided at the trial which opened with jury selection 

arch 17. 

Deputy Prosecutor Mary L. Reynolds presented the state’s case against Riley 
who was represented by Public Defender Dennis R. Majewski. The jury had its 
choice of 16 alternate verdicts had it found the state’s case defective. 

McQuillan set sentencing for April 23 and Vigo County Prosecutor Eric M. 
Abel said after the verdicts were returned the state will seek the maximum 
penalty on each charge. 

“He (Riley) is an animal who needs to be caged,” Abel said. He said the state 
will present evidence of aggravating circumstances on each of the seven 
charges. 

Each charge is a Class A felony with a standard prison sentence of 30 years. 
The court may add 20 years to each sentence if the state proves aggravating 
circumstances not outweighed by mitigating circumstances. He could also 
subtract 10 years from each sentence for mitigating circumstances. 

Riley has been held in the Vigo County Jail under $175,000 bond since his 
arrest Dec. 22 following a high-speed police chase. 
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Sentence given on seven charges 
Local ma 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

A 19-year-old Terre Haute man, 
Louis Edward Riley, was sentenced 
to 230 years in prison by Vigo Circuit 
Court Judge Hugh D. McQuillan Wed- 
nesday. 

Riley was found guilty of two 
counts of rape, three counts of de- 
viate sexual conduct and two counts 
of robbery by a Circuit Court jury on 
March 24. 

The jury deliberated about 45 
minutes before finding Riley guilty as 
charged of the seven counts stem- 
ming from the alleged abduction last 
Dec. 21 of a 41-year-old woman and a 
16-year-old girl and the reported sub- 
sequent acts at a secluded area near 
the Thompson Ditch. 

In sentencing Riley, McQuillan or- 
dered the sentences be served con- 
secutively. Under provisions of the 
Indiana Criminal Code, Riley will not 
be eligible for parole for at least 115 
years. 

Court observers noted this may be 
one of the longest sentences ever 
handed down in a local court. 

Each of the charges is a Class A 
felony, which carries a flat 30-year 
sentence term, to which 20 years may 
be added for aggravating 
circumstances or 10 years subtracted 
for mitigating circumstances. 

McQuillan sentenced Riley to 50 


years for the charge of rape of the 
older woman and 30 years on each of 
the other six counts. 

During the sentencing hearing 
Wednesday, Deputy Prosecutor Mary 
Lou Reynolds called as a witness a 
local physician who had treated one 
of the victims. 

Public Defender Dennis R. Ma- 
jewski called the defendant’s step- 
father as his only witness. 

During the sentencing hearing, 
which took part of the morning and 
part of the afternoon, Majewski and 
Prosecutor Eric M. Abel sharply dis- 
agreed about procedures regarding 
discovery motions and the calling of 
witnesses. 

McQuillan, in pronouncing sen- 
tence, said, ‘From a close scrutiny of 
all the evidence in this case, I would 
regard this series of seven separate 
acts to be the most inhuman, cruel 
and unjustifiably brutal that I can 
imagine. The acts perpetrated by the 
defendant against these two women 
were the most degrading, mentally 
and physically, as could be 
perpetrated. There is not one shred of 
evidence which might evoke the con- 
sideration of any one of the mitigat- 
ing circumstances.” 

“The brutality of these acts com- 
mitted against these victims subse- 
quent to the protracted rape of each 
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of mem... require a maximum sen- 
tence,” McQuillan continued. 

“Any sentence less than maximum 
would depreciate the seriousness of 
these crimes,” he said. 

“These are seven isolated acts 
between which the defendant changed 
the victims from outside the car 
trunk to its inside, sat and smoked on 
at least two occasions while con- 
templating his next act, seven 
isolated acts for which sentences 
should and shall run consecutively,” 
McQuillan said. 

Riley was arrested by city police on 
Dec. 22 following a high speed chase 
and was identified in court by the two 
women victims as the man who 
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raped, robbed and beat them during 
the early morning hours of Dec. 21. 

Indiana State Police conducted the 
investigation. The state had prepared 
more than 160 exhibits as evidence, 
including numerous photographs and 
items found at the crime scene. 

Both victims testified at length 
during the trial. The defense based its 
case on inability of the defendant to 
remember certain events because he 
had allegedly taken LSD on the even- 
ings of Dec. 20 and 21, 

Riley indicated that he would ap- 
peal. McQuillan appointed Majewski 
as counsel, directing him to file a 
motion to correct errors by June 23 as 
the first step in the appeals process. 
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Supreme, Court Upholds € Conviction 


Of Man In Kidnappings, 


Star Staff Report 

The Indiana Supreme Court Thursday upheld the conviction and 
sentencing of a Vigo County man tried by a Vigo Circuit Court jury 
in April of 1980. 

Judge Hugh D. McQuillan had sentenced the defendant, Louis 
Riley, 21, to a total of 230 years in prison for two counts of rape, 
three counts of criminal deviate conduct and two counts of 
robbery. Riley was convicted of abducting two local women, 
taking them to a remote wooded area. After being raped and 
robbed, both women were left bound and gagged out-of-doors in 
sub-freezing temperatures. 

Riley had appealed McQuillan’s sentencing and the conviction, 
but Thursday the court upheld the decision and the sentence will 
be imposed. 

In other court news, a Vigo County Grand Jury is investigating 
the shooting death of Jefferson Brown, 960 Lafayette Ave., who 
died Friday morning after being shot in the chest with a .38 caliber 
handgun. 

Police say they think the 25-year-old man was shot while 
burglarizing the home of Ronald Schmidt, 30, 3505 Poplar St. 

Reports indicate Schmidt was arrested on preliminary charges 
of murder. He is being held in the county jail. without bond. 
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Schmidt reportedly told police his garage had been tampered with 
and when he went to check his auto, he found Brown hiding 
underneath. 

Schmidt also said Brown kept coming toward him after being 
ordered to stop, so he shot him. 

The grand jury had not completed the investigation as of 
Thursday, and a second day of testimony had apparently been 
planned for Friday. 

The jury trial of two robbery defendants. in Superior Court 
continues to drag on. Jury selection took most of Monday and 
Tuesday, with testimony continuing Friday. A spokesman for the 
court said a Saturday court session in the case may be considered 
if the case is not handed to the jury Friday afternoon. 

Arraignment of a 23-year-old city man arrested as a suspect in 
connection with the rape and stabbing of a local woman last 
Friday night has been set for April 5. 

James Church, 1107 N. 4th St., was in Circult Court Thursday for 
a bond hearing. Judge McQuillan set bond at $150,000 for Church, 
who is charged with rape and attempted murder. McQuillan 
ordered that ten percent of the $150,000 could not be accepted as 
bail. 

He was arrested Wednesday evening by city detectives. ' 
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By Jan Chait 


and Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporters 


Police were still searching early 
this morning for an 18-year-old 
man suspected of killing his 
mother and wounding his father 
and sister in a shooting at 110 
Robinwood Drive late Wednesday 
night. 

Theadora J. Rowe, 44, was pro- 
nounced dead at the scene by Vigo 
County chief deputy coroner David 
Ferguson. 

Vigo County Sheriff's Lt. Warren 
Soules said it appeared the woman 
had been shot 
in the chest 
and throat as 
she was stand- 
ing in the 
kitchen, ap- 
parantly cook- 
ing. Three 
spent shells 
which were 
either .38- 
caliber or .357- 


JOHN ROWE 
found at thewstene.  « «= 

“It appears\there were two en- 
tries [but] it could be entrance and 
exit [wounds],” Soules said. 

Ferguson later confirmed Mrs. 
Rowe was shot twice, taking bullets 
in the right chest and neck. 
` Soules said the shooting hap- 
pened in a period of only two 
minutes and “as far as we know, 
everything was unprovoked.” 

State, county and city police 
were searching for John Rowe, 18, 
who apparently headed west and 
was later spotted heading north 
near the Spelterville Inn at 10:30 
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Wounded: Victims comfort each other before being taken to hospital for treatment of wounds. 


p-m. Originally, he was thought to 
nave been headed to 2239 Garfield 
Ava supposedly to shoot someone 
else. 

James and Gretchen Rowe were 
taken to Union. Hospital to be 
treated for what one deputy termed 
“superficial wounds.” 


“He was shot right in the 


mouth,” Soules said. “His teeth just 
shattered.” 

Police indicated the suspect’s 
sister was shot in the arm. 
_ John Rowe was said to be armed 
and dangerous. 

James Rowe operates James A. 
Rowe insurance agency at 2338 
Wabash Ave. 


“Why cant I have my mom 
back?” Gretchen cried as she was 
taken into the ambulance. 

One neighbor broke into tears 
when she heard Mrs. Rowe had 
been killed. 

“As I remember John, he’s not 
the type,” said one youth at the 


scene. 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


An 18-hour search for a Terre 
Haute teen-ager accused of 
murdering his mother ended two 
states away Thursday afternoon 
when police captured 18-year-old 
John S. Rowe about 10 miles south 
OF Milwaukee in southeastern 
Wisconsin. 

Rowe is in the Racine County, 
Wis., Jail after being arrested 
about 3:45 p.m. at a service station 
just off Interstate 94 by Wisconsin 
Sa ee: 

eopicvee of Jim’s Seven-Mile 
Standar Station who declined to 
give his name.saw the arrest. 

“They just followed his car in 
here,” the employee said. Two 
State Patrol officers got out of the 
unmarked car and approached 
Rowe’s car with weapons drawn 
and told him, “Put your hands up 
in the air,’ ' the employee related. 

Rowe complied without re- 
sistance. 

The employee said a revolver 
was taken from Rowe’s car. “They 
said it was a .32, but I don’t know 
for sure.” 

Rowe is charged in Vigo Circuit 
Court with the murder Wednesday 
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evening of his mother, Theadora J. 
Rowe, 44, and with attempting to 
murder ‘his 13- year-old sister, 
Gretchen, by firing five shots at her 
at 110 Robinwood Drive. 

Additional charges are pending 
against Rowe for wounding his 
father, James A. Rowe, 50. The 
senior Rowe was hit in the mouth 
by a bullet allegedly fired by his 
son. 

Vigo County Prosecutor Eric M. 
Abel said Thursday evidence had 
not yet been presented to him to 
determine whether the father was 
intentionally shot or whether he 
was hit by a ricocheting bullet. In 
the first instance, a second count of 
attempted murder could bẹ filed; in 
the second, a less-serious charge of 
criminal recklessness might be 
filed. 

“Apparently, their son, John 
Rowe, was out there and there was 
some type of argument,” Vigo 
County Sheriffs Lt. John Harpold 
said of events just before the 
shooting. The motive for the shoot- 
ing was unknown, Harpold_ said 
Thursday: 

Intense dislike by the younger 
Rowe for his father apparently had 
been building for some time. 

An affidavit for Rowe’s arrest 
says investigators were told by 


_ another squrce that Rowe told him 


at least four times during the last 
six months that he would like to 
see his father dead and would pay 
for the contract killing of his father. 
Gretchen Rowe said her brother 
told her to go to her room Wednes- 
day night after she heard her 
brother talking with her mother. 
She then heard four or five 
gunshots and her mother scream. 
Her brother then entered her 
room, shot her in the arm, and then 
fired a second shot, which missed 
her, according to the affidavit. 
Gretchen dropped to the floor 
and played dead, Harpold said. 
John Rowe then fled out the back 
door, and Gretchen ran from her 
room to the kitchen, where she saw 
her brother through the dining 
room window. He thenfired a thira 
shot at her, the affidavit says. 
“She then ran through the living 
room where her brother fired 
another shot at her through the 
living room window from outside 


the house also. She then fled to the ` 


master bedroom where her brother 
outside the house fired again at her 
through the master bedroom win- 
dow,” the affidavit says. 
Wednesday was not the first 
time Rowe had carried a n. 
“Friends have seen him wit 
revolver,” Harpold said. “He has 
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been seen on several occasions 
recently carrying the gun with him 
at all times.” 

The car in which Rowe apparent- 
ly fled the scene was rented last 
Thursday in Terre Haute to 
another man after Rowe wrote a 
$150 check as a deposit. The car 
was expected to be returned within 
10 days. 

Rowe’s whereabouts between the 
time of the shooting and his arrest 
are not completely known, but 
investigators believe he was 
spotted about 1: 30 a.m. Thursday 
using a pay telephone in 
Schererville in northwestern In- 
diana. 

State police in that area say it 
was not until three minutes later 
that the license plate on the car 
came up on the computer system. 
By sa time, Rowe had driven 
awa 

Hatid said a local resident got 
a call from Rowe’ about that time, 
but Rowe hung up when asked 
where he was. 

Vigo County chief deputy 
prosecutor James R. Walker said 
Thursday that the next step will be 
to see if Rowe waives extradition’ or 
if a governor’s warrant must be 
sought to force his return to Vigo 
County. 


QV pe 


x Sep ee ET ea) 2 FADD $ 
ir iG Sate Buty sere! ts Ae eae ots tag oe PET CAGED: O 
Caught: Rowe sits in police car after his arrest. 
ATES EEr e S kaert oien: Abai swive? 


John S. 


83 ; 
owe, 


Row 


“ES 
“By John Halladay MAR 2 1 1987 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


John S. Rowe, 19, is guilty as charged, 
jurors said Friday. ‘He will be sentenced 
April 20. 

Rowe was on trial in Vigo Circuit Court 

4 for the July 9 murder of his mother, 
“=| Theadora J. Rowe, and with trying to 
wm murder his sister, Gretchen, and his 

father, James A. Rowe, with a handgun at 
Z| the Rowe family home at 110 Robinwood 
peers Drive. 

A Rowe heard the verdicts without ap- 

parent emotion. 

After the verdicts were read, he stood, 
looked each juror in the eye, and asked 
each what his or her verdict was. 

Each juror looked back and said the 
verdict was guilty on all three counts. 
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Jurors got the case for deliberation at 
1:09 p.m., had lunch, and reached their 
verdicts about 4 

Rowe was then TN back from jail to 
the courtroom, where he shook hands with 
Larry J. Wagner, his attorney, and with 
his father. His sister was also in the 
courtroom as the verdicts were read at 4:17 


m. 

After the verdicts were read, Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler said outside the courtroom 
that he has not decided what sentence he 
will ask Judge Robert H. Brown to impose, 
other than he will not ask for a maximum 
sentence because that would be too harsh, 
especially because drugs did play a role in 
the case. 

Adler said he felt no particular joy in the 
guilty verdicts and that it was a sad and 
tragic situation. 

“I feel sorry for the family — very, very 
sorry for the family, particularly 


counts 


Gretchen,” who will continue to suffer from 
the effects of the case and its notoriety, 
Adler said. 

Jurors had 12 possible verdict forms to 
consider. Other than guilty or innocent on 
each count, they also considered verdicts of 
guilty but mentally ill and not responsible 

y reason of insanity at the time of the 
crimes, 

Rowe’s father and sister supported him 
during the trial, despite the charges. 

Wagner said in his closing argument 
Friday that Rowe’s surviving family 
members think his actions that night did 
not make sense. He asked the jurors if they 
could say they know Rowe better than his 
family does. 

“You do know him better than his family 
knows him,” Adler said in his closing 
argument. 

Adler also told jurors he had asked 
himself if the case was worth the effort, 


uilty on all 


when the 
prosecuted. 

Adler said he answered his own question 
by recalling he’d taken an oath to protect 
all citizens, and “somebody has to speak up 
for Teddy Rowe,” which was Rowe's 
mother’s nickname. 

“Jim Rowe blames the system for his 
son’s selfish, spoiled, arrogant way of life 

. if you as a jury come back with a 
verdict anything other than guilty, that’s 
when the system fails,” Adler said. 

He said the defendant admitted he is a 
hustler — “now, he’s at the biggest hustle 
of his criminal career to date. Pm asking 
you, don’t get hustled; don’t get conned.” 

The defense said drugs kept Rowe from 
knowing what he was doing. 

Adler said, “We cannot let drugs insulate 
Johi Rowe from justice — we just cannot 

0 it.” 
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By Cheryl Bickel 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Describing him as one of the most 
immoral, evil young men he’s ever had the 
misfortune to meet, Vigo Circuit Judge 


Robert H. Brown sentenced John S. Rowe _ 


to 100 years in prison Montāy. 

Rowe, 19, was convicted of killing his 
mother and trying to kill his father and 
sister July 9. He sat emotionless, breaking 
into tears only once — as his father, James 
Rowe, asked Brown to be lenient and said 
his wife, Theadora, would have wanted 
leniency, too. 

Brown could have sentenced Rowe to a 
minimum of 30 years — if each charge got 


the minimum sentence to be served at the 
same time — or a maximum of 160 — if 
each charge got the maximum to be served 
one after the other. 

Rowe said he would file a motion to 
correct errors in the trial, the first step in 
the appeal process. 

“I blame no one but myself for my 
actions. I want rehabilitation. I know I 
have a problem,” he said to Brown. “In 
prison, wherever I go I know I'll be faced 
with the temptation of drugs again. It’s 
taken this to realize that I have a problem 
— and what a price to pay.” 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler asked for 
nothing less than a 100-year sentence, 
saying a light sentence would send a 
message that crimes committed under the 


100 years 


influence of drugs would be treated lightly 
by the courts. He said Rowe and his family 
tried to blame Rowe’s problems on the 
system without admitting that blame was 
Rowe's. 

James Rowe stormed out of the 
courtroom during Adler’s statements, re- 
turning after defense attorney Larry J. 
Wagner argued for leniency. 

Adler said only by the grace of God had 
Rowe not been arrested on drug charges 
because Rowe started using drugs con- 
sistently when he was 13 years old. 

Rowe’s defense was that he was high on 
cocaine and did not know what he was 
doing when he shot and nearly executed 
his family. 

Brown said he didn’t believe that, saying 


D 


J Oame red CAm ns 


o prison 


2 
Or 


the shooting was one of the most open-and- 
shut premeditated murder cases he’d ever 
seen. He said when Rowe left his parents’ 
home after the shooting spree, he thought 
everyone inside was dead. His motive: 
money, Brown said. 

“Anybody who could do what he did has 
to a completely evil and immoral,” Brown 
said. 

As the only survivor, Rowe — who had 
already embezzled $35,000 — would have 
inherited the family holdings, Brown said. 

Wagner said Rowe didn’t plan to kill his 
family, and did not fully realize his drug 
problem until after he’d killed: 

“Sometimes a person has to bottom out 
before they realize the extent of their 
problem,” Wagner said. “John bottomed 


out on July 9, 1986.” 

Wagner said Rowe accepts blame, is 
sorry for his actions and wants treatment 
for his addiction. A lenient sentence would 
enable him to return to society and educate 
others against drug use, Wagner said. He 
asked Brown to consider in Rowe’s favor 
that his victims had forgiven him. 

Brown said repeatedly that Rowe was 
not sorry. 

“I see evil, but I do not see remorse,” 
Brown said. “As to forgiveness, certainly 

arents are going to forgive their children. 
Bhottters ana sisters have a tendency to do 
so. Grandparents do. 

“I think his mother would forgive him — 
no, I think his mother has already forgiven 
him,” Brown said. 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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An attorney for the family of 
convicted killer John S. Rowe has 
filed a $30 million lawsuit against 
Hamilton Center and Dr. 
Shashikant Patel for. not prevent- 
ing Rowe’s actions or warning 
others about him. 

Rowe, 19, was sentenced April 20 
to 100 years in the custody of the 
Indiana Department of Correction 
for murdering his mother, 
Theadora Rowe, and trying to kill 
his father and sister, James A. 
Rowe and Gretchen R. Rowe, on 
July 9, 1986, at the Rowe home. 

The lawsuit by Ronald M. Ohlsen 
claims the younger Rowe’s actions 
and behavior should have alerted 
the defendants that he posed a 
serious risk to others. 

It also says the defendants knew 
or should have known of the 
younger Rowe's “sociopathic and 
dangerous tendencies yet did 
nothing” to care for him before 
releasing him Nov. 21, 1985. 

The lawsuit says the shootings 
were the result of the defendants’ 
negligence and seeks $10 million 
for Rowe’s father and sister, $5 
million for his mother’s estate, and 
$5 million for Rowe himself. 

John Rowe suffered loss of liber- 


guidance, alienation of affections, 
severe depression, anxiety and 
remorse, and physical and mental 
anguish, according to the lawsuit. 

A second count in the lawsuit 


damages, claiming the defendants 
breached their duty by not warning 
potential foreseeable victims or 
police or taking other warning 
steps. 
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A $30 million lawsuit filed for the 
family of convicted killer John S. 
Rowe and Rowe himself Was dis- 
-missed Friday by Clay Superior 
Court Judge John P. Stelle. 

The lawsuit against Hamilton 
Center and Dr. Shashikant S. Patel 
said the defendants did not prevent 
Rowe’s actions or warn others 
about him. 

Rowe, 19, was sentenced April 
20, 1987, to 100 years in the 
custody of the Indiana Department 
of Correction for murdering his 
mother, Theadora Rowe, and try- 
ing to kill his father and sister, 
James A. Rowe and Gretchen R. 
Rowe, on July 9, 1986, at the Rowe 
family home at 110 Robinwood 
Drive. 

The lawsuit by Ronald M. Ohlsen 
said the defendants knew or should 
have known of the younger Rowe’s 
“sociopathic and dangerous 
tendencies yet did nothing” to care 
for him before releasing him on 
Nov. 21, 1985. 

Vigo Superior Court Division 1 
Judge Michael H. Eldred had to 
remove himself from the case 
because he realized he was on the 
Hamilton Center Board of Direc- 
tors during that time. Stelle was 
selected as the new judge. 

Stelle dismissed the lawsuit 
because a medical review panel has 
not yet ruled on the malpractice 
claim. 

Ohlsen said Friday that Stelle’s 
ruling may be appealed or the suit 
may be refiled after the medical 
review panel acts, but either way 
“it’s certainly in no way dead.” 

John Christopher Wall is at- 
torney for the defendants. 
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Court upholds Rowe’s- 
00-year prison term — 
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By John Halladay" 2 7 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Indiana Supreme Court 
refused this week to overturn the 
1987 conviction for John S. Rowe. 

Rowe, then 19, was sentenced 


April 20, 1987, in Vigo Circuit 


Court to 100 years in prison for 
murdering his mother, Theadora 
Rowe, and trying to kill his father 
and sister, James A. Rowe and 
Gretchen R. Rowe, on July 9, 1986, 
at the Rowe family home at 110 


‘Robinwood Drive. 


Larry J. Wagner defended Rowe 
and was appointed to file the 
appeal after the trial. 

The Supreme Court disagreed 
that Rowe should get a new trial 

on defense charges of mis- 
conduct by Robert H. Brown, who 
presided at the trial. 

Brown treated both the defense 
and prosecution i in much the same 
way — “a rather even-handed, if 
somewhat crusty Ppproach; to keep 


a4 trial moving, the high court 
sai 
The Supreme Court also said the 


sentences totaling 100 years that 


gv) imposed were not 
“manifestly unreasonable.” 

Another poiat considered on ap- 

al but rejected by the Supreme 

urt was Rowe’s assertion that he 
could not control his acts because 
of insanity and anaes ow result- 
ing from drug ab 

His behavior as B related through 
testimony at trial indicated a lucid 
state of mind both before and after 
P po EE the Supreme Court, 


oaWagner said that while he- did 
ot teagap with all the Supreme 
urt’s findings, the issues raised 
ae those about which the high 
court has a great deal of discretion: 
Wagner said he had not discussed 
the h courts ruling with his 
client, but any further legal action 
probably would be up to a new 
attorney because his appointment 
was only through the Supreme 
Court stage. 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said 


he was delighted’ and pellets 


by the high court’s ruling. 

spokesman for Attorney General. 
Linley E. Pearson, whose office 
represents the- state on appeals, 
said Pearson also was pleased by 


the ruling. 
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